PURPOSE 


We will study the reading passage “What to 
name a baby” for speaking and writing to 


compare matters heard and read appropriately. 


About one billion people live in India. Most of these 
people belong to the Hindu religion, which is also a way of 
life. In the Hindu religion, there are special ceremonies for 
important times in a person's life. There are 16 ceremonies 
in all. For each ceremony there is a special fire, and priests 
say prayers and read from a special book. One of these 
ceremonies is choosing a name for a baby. 


The birth of a baby is a happy time in a Hindu family. 
Soon after the baby is born, the parents wash the baby and 
write the word om on the baby's tongue. They write the word 
in honey with a pen of gold. Om is a special word in the 


Hindu religion. Hindus say this word over and over again 
when they are praying. 


Twelve days after the baby is born, a priest visits the 
family to name the baby. The priest makes a horoscope for 
the baby. To make this horoscope, the priest writes down 
where the stars and planets were at the time the baby was 
born. From this, he reads the baby's future and suggests a 
good name for the baby. Many children have names of 
Hindu gods and goddesses or have names with other 
religious meanings. 


At the ceremony, there are guests. The mother holds 
the baby. The father is on one side. In front of them, there is 
a plate with rice on it. The father uses a long, thin piece of 
gold to write the name of the family god, the baby's name, 
and the date of birth on the plate of rice. Then he says the 
baby's name in the baby's right ear. The priest then blesses 
the baby; He also blesses the candies and food that are 
given to the guests. This ends the ceremony of giving a 
name to a baby. 


Share Your Idea 


1. How important is a person s name? Do you think a person s name can affect his or 
her life in any way? Explain. 
2. What are some ceremonies that mark special times in life? Do you think these 


ceremonies are important for our lives? Explain. 
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VOCABULARY 


1. The Hindus have to give names to babies. 

2. The parents write the special word on the baby's 

3. The parents write the word in because most babies like sweet things. 
4. Religious men, or , visit the families 12 days after the babies are born. 
5. A priest looks at the positions of the and stars in the sky. 

6. The priest makes a for the new baby from the position of the stars 

and planets. 

7. The priest says what he thinks is a good name. He a name for the baby. 


8. At the end of the ceremony, the priest the baby and the food. 


VOCABULARY BUILDING 


Complete these sentences with the words in the boxes. 


1. The priest, not the grandparents, will a name for a baby. 


2. | agree with your „Let's go for a walk. 


3. The priest will the couple at the wedding. 


4. The priest gave them a pray before their long and dangerous journey. 


5. Every new year, they for a good and lucky year. 


6. The priest says for the newborn baby. 


Countable Nouns and Uncountable Nouns 
- Countable nouns name things that can be counted. 


- Uncountable nouns name things that cannot be counted. 


Countable noun 


e A noun is a countable noun when you can put a or an in front of it. 
EXAMPLES: There is a guest. 
It is an orange. 
e A noun is a countable noun when it has a plural form. 
EXAMPLE: There are quests. 
e A noun is a countable noun when you can put a number in front of it. 


EXAMPLE: one quest, two guests 


Uncountable noun 


e An uncountable noun cannot have a or an in front of it. 

EXAMPLE: | like milk. 

e An uncountable noun usually does not have a plural form. 

EXAMPLE: There is a lot of milk. 

e You cannot put a number in front of a uncountable noun, but you can put the 
word some. 

EXAMPLE: | need some advice. 


There are many uncountable noun in English. Here are some of them 


food luck dancing money 
fruit happiness music jewelry 
gold love singing clothing 
hair fun homework furniture 
corn intelligence grammar mail 

salt advice work cash 


Note: Food, fruit, and hair can also be countable noun 


Exercise 


1. Hindu is a religion. 

2. There is a special fire. 

3. Parents write the word om on their baby's tongue. 
4. The parents write the word in honey. 

5. The priest visits the family. 

6. The priest looks at the stars. 

/. The priest makes a horoscope. 

8. The priest suggests a name. 

9. There is a plate. 

10. The plate has rice on it. 

11. The priest uses a piece of gold to write on the rice. 


12. The priest blesses the food. 


Compare & Contrast 


Countable noun Uncountable noun 


Name Class No. 


Reflective 


How do we use countable noun and uncountable noun. 


